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Dear Acting Convener 

Thank you for your letter of 7 October, in relation to the Scottish Policy Authority. 

I recognise, and agree, that policing governance and accountability remains an important issue. As 
the committee is aware, the Cabinet Secretary convened a governance roundtable in March of this 
year. My predecessor, Caroline Gardner, was one of the participants. The Scottish Government also 
commissioned an Independent Review of the Role of the SPA, The Chair and Members, and the 
Justice Sub-Committee on Policing took evidence on police governance and accountability from the 
Cabinet Secretary on 5 October. Discussions continue between stakeholders, including a further 
roundtable scheduled for 9 November, at which Audit Scotland will be represented.  

I will discuss my wider work programme with the committee on 29 October. Public services, and wider 
society, are under significant strain, and I have been giving careful consideration to the best use of 
audit resources over the coming months and years. Given the breadth of my responsibilities, there are 
many areas that warrant specific audit attention. Given these wider challenges and recognising the 
ongoing discussions on policing governance described above, I do not intend to undertake a review of 
the whole system of policing governance and accountability arrangements at this time.  

It may be helpful for you to know that I am preparing a Section 22 statutory report on the 2019/20 
audit of the SPA, which will be published later this year. The report will provide an update on areas of 
progress, including the ongoing discussions mentioned above. The committee's consideration of the 
report may provide an opportunity to explore the committee's specific concerns in more detail. And 
the work programme discussion will provide an opportunity to consider the wider challenges facing 
public services.  

In the meantime, I will monitor developments through the annual audit of the SPA. I will also continue 
to work closely with the Chief Inspector of the Constabulary, given the unique and crucial role fulfilled 
by HMICS in relation to policing in Scotland. I will, of course, bring to Parliament's attention any 
significant concerns that might emerge. 

Yours sincerely 

Stephen Boyle 
Auditor General for Scotland 
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